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2.1
INTRODUCTION

This section describes the joint approach, between the OPERATOR and BT, to the planning of the Interconnect between the respective networks.

2.2
INTERCONNECT TECHNICAL LIAISON ARRANGEMENTS
The principal forum for the initial and ongoing technical and planning discussions between the OPERATOR and BT will be the Technical Review Meeting.

As a minimum the items covered by the Technical Review  Meeting are: -

-  routing plans 

-  capacity profiles, traffic forecasts and records

-  interconnect planning

-  technical support for the provision of interconnect capacity

The Technical Review Meeting forms part of the Liaison Structure between the OPERATOR and BT. The complete Liaison Group Structure, terms of reference and draft agendas for the various meetings are contained in the OPERATORs Customer Service Plan.

2.3
PLANNING THE INITIAL INTERCONNECT

Interconnection between the OPERATOR and BT requires careful planning to ensure that the two networks interwork correctly, that customers are provided with the agreed range of services and that neither network causes service problems for the other. A listing of the activities involved in delivering interconnection is shown in Annex A.

2.3.1
Initial Statement of Requirements

BT will work with the OPERATOR to prepare a Statement of Requirements for the Interconnect. Discussions will be held between the OPERATOR and BT to establish; the proposed nature of the interconnect, the services and facilities that are required to interwork between the two networks, the physical locations of the interconnecting points, the physical realisation of the transmission links and the type and build level of the switch(s) to be connected to the BT network.

The information required from the OPERATOR to adequately describe the initial interconnect required is set out in paragraph 7 of the Planning and Operations Annex (Annex A) to the BT Standard Interconnect Agreement. The OPERATOR should provide the information using the forms contained in the Appendices to this manual. Explanatory notes to assist with the completion of forms are provided where necessary.

The parties will exchange details of their network as described in Appendix A to the Planning and Operations Annex (Annex A) to the BT Standard Interconnect Agreement. The contact details for the exchange of this information are contained in the OPERATORs Customer Service Plan.

2.3.2
Initial Technical Planning

The Technical Review Meeting will co-ordinate the initial technical and planning arrangements that culminate in bringing the agreed interconnect into service.


The technical principles for the interconnection are detailed in the Planning and Operations Annex (Annex A) to the BT Standard Interconnect Agreement. 

The initial Technical Review Meetings will address the following details :

- Transmission plan (including principles for Tributary Allocation)

- Traffic routing plans

- Switch connections

- Numbering information

- Switch details

- Switch testing

- Network performance

- Resilience, diversity and security

- Call handling sequences

- Traffic forecasting

- Capacity profiles

- Power requirements

- Operations and Maintenance principles

- Circuit usage and release programmes

- Emergency calls

- Data management amendments

- Interconnect Services required

- Transmission time

All the above details will form the agreed arrangements for the interconnection and will be documented in the Technical Master Plan (Paragraph 2.4 - Interconnect Documentation). The Technical Master Plan will be used by the BT Customer Management Centre (CMC) to validate orders received from the OPERATOR.

The parties will exchange Traffic Forecasts, Capacity Profiles and Advance Capacity Orders. The format of this information and how it should be provided is detailed in Section 3 of this Manual. 

The parties will provide Routing Plans (Ingress and Egress). Examples of Routing Plans can be found in Appendix 24 to this Manual. The choice of the appropriate Routing Plan will be discussed at the Technical Review Meeting and electronic copies can be supplied by your usual BT Network/Technical contact, or from the BT web site.

The Technical Standards for the specification of Electrical and Physical Interfaces, Signalling and Transmission are shown in Appendix 1, 2 and 3 respectively in the Main Body of the BT Standard Interconnect Agreement.

2.3.3
Provision of Interconnect Capacity

Once the OPERATOR and BT have signed the Standard Interconnect Agreement and the OPERATOR has provided BT with the information listed in paragraph 7.1.1 of the Technical and Operations Annex (Annex A) to the BT Standard Interconnect Agreement, and this has been agreed, the OPERATOR may provide a formal order to BT for the provision of interconnect capacity. The provisioning activities required to fulfil orders for new In-Span Interconnection are described in Section 4 and for new Customer Sited Interconnection in Section 5 of this Provisioning Manual. 

The procedures to fulfil orders for additions and changes to the Interconnect between the OPERATOR and BT are described in Sections 4 - 7 of this Provisioning Manual.
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ANNEX A - END TO END INTERCONNECT ACTIVITY LISTING

	
	BT- OLO INTERCONNECT - 
	

	1
	Start  Planning
	

	2
	Interface Spec. Conformance
	

	3
	Confirm Switch Choice
	

	4
	Confirm Transmission Equipment
	

	5
	Network Information
	

	6
	Confirm Switch Connection Proposals
	

	7
	Pre-requisites Agreed
	

	8
	Agree Interconnect Traffic Routing
	

	9
	Supply Forecast
	

	10
	Interim Certificate
	

	11
	Supply Capacity Profile
	

	12
	Start O&M Discussions
	

	13
	Start Implementation 
	

	14
	Build BT duct & joint box - 
	

	15
	Duct connected  to joint box
	

	16
	Cable handover
	

	17
	Test fibre
	

	18
	Txm End to End Commisioning
	

	19
	Txm Operational Process Testing
	

	20
	Txm  Stability Testing
	

	21
	Install New Traffic Routes
	

	22
	Agree Operational Testing
	

	24
	RFT Declared
	

	25
	Operational Testing (CAT)
	

	26
	Agree Test Results
	

	27
	Bring Into Service
	

	28
	Activate Ingress/Egress Routing
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